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March 25t 2022

Sojitz Corporation

Opening of New Landmark Seishin-Chuo Shopping Center
“Eki Soare Seishin Chuo” to Open on Friday, April 1st, 2022
— A New Start Based on the Concept of Bringing Luxury to the Everyday
Introducing New Shops —

Sojitz Corporation (“Sojitz”) will complete renovation of the Seishin-Chuo Station
Shopping Center (formerly Sogo Seishin), which will be renamed as “Eki Soare
Seishin Chuo.” Located in Hyogo Prefecture’s Kobe City, the shopping center is
currently partially open but will celebrate a full opening of stores from Friday, April
1st, 2022,

The concept behind Eki Soare Seishin Chuo is to bring luxury to the everyday.
The newly opened array of shops at Eki Soare aim to increase daily convenience
and enjoyment for community residents. The shopping center will also feature an
area dedicated to Suzuki & Co. Litd., which is one of Sojitz’s predecessor companies
that was founded in Kobe. Eki Soare Seishin-Chuo shopping center will value the
culture and history built by Kobe’s residents and add to the city’s current
convenience and livability as it strives to become a landmark shopping center in

the region.

[Seishin-Chuo Station and Eki Soare Shopping Center]
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B Shopping Center Overview

[Name] Eki Soare Seishin Chuo

*Official shopping center name to be changed on April 1, 2022

[Location] 5-9-4 Kojidai, Nishi-ku, Kobe

[Total floor areal] Approx. 30,301.81 ni

[Building structure] SRC structure (partial S structure) 6 stories with 2 basement
levels

[Status of operation] The Seishin-Chuo Station Shopping Center’s 1F and 5F spaces
have been open from December 4th, 2020. The shopping center’s name will be

changed on April 1, 2022, when the facility fully opens for operation.

Sojitz will capitalize on its abundant experience in the shopping center business
to take on management of this facility, contributing to the revitalization of the

Seishin-Chuo Station area and greater Kobe community.

[Related Information]

[Related News Releasel
“Sojitz Contracted for Property Management of Seishin-Chuo Station Department
Store Building (former Sogo Seishin Store).” Sojitz Corp. Press release, 18
November 2020.
https://www.sojitz.com/en/news/2020/11/20201118.php

[For questions regarding this press release, contact:]
Sojitz Corporation Public Relations Dept.  +81—3—6871—3404


https://www.sojitz.com/en/news/2020/11/20201118.php
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[Related Information (continued)]
[1. Shopping center name, logo, and website] *Name and logo pending trademark registration
[Shopping Center Name]
“Soare” is intended to mean “sun,” while “eki” is Japanese for “station.” The name
“Eki Soare” (a combination of “sun” + “station”) is intended to describe the
shopping center’s location by highlighting the centrality of train stations to daily
life as well as the hope that the shopping center will come to represent a bright

landmark.
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The shopping center’s logo was designed using the Seishin-Chuo Station arch as
a motif. The sun is filtered through the station’s stained-glass arch into many
different colors that symbolize the vibrance of the city. The type was created
with the image of a gentle arch that evokes warmth in hopes that the shopping
center will become a gathering place beloved by the community. The color of the
type is a solid dark red, which was specially created as an homage to the color of

the former shopping center’s familiar walls.

[Arch color symbolism]

Orange: Symbolizes sunlight shining on the city

Green: Symbolizes the richness of nature in the surrounding area
Blue: Symbolizes clear blue skies

Emerald: Symbolizes a peaceful pond in a nearby park

Pink: Symbolizes the love in the community

[Website]
https://ekisoare.jp/

[2. Tenant shops] (As of April 1st, 2022)

[Number of tenants]

Total: 60 shops

[Hours]

Consumer products and services 10:00-20:00 (excludes certain shops)
5F Restaurants 11:00-21:00


https://ekisoare.jp/
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[3. Introducing the Eki Soare Seishin-Chuo House Credit Card]

EPOS card staff will be stationed at Eki Soare Seishin-Chuo shopping center.
Shoppers will be able to open a contactless VISA touch card in under 20 minutes
with Eki Soare benefits that can be used from the first day of opening a credit
card. EPOS cards have a unique scheme in which members are able to receive
exclusive benefits at affiliated organizations, and EPOS is working to expand card
benefits and opportunities for existing card holders in neighboring areas as well as

attract new customers through Eki Soare EPOS card membership.
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[Eki Soare EPOS credit card]

[4. Regional partners for Eki Soare Seishin Chuo]

Eki Soare Seishin Chuo and Vissel Kobe* have concluded a sponsorship
agreement for Vissel Kobe’s 2022 season. Both Eki Soare Seishin Chuo and Vissel
Kobe will work together to make Eki Soare a landmark shopping center and

contribute to the Seishin-Chuo area to make it an even better city to live in for

residents.

*Vissel Kobe is a professional soccer club in Kobe. Team members
include the world-famous soccer player Andrés Iniesta, formerly a
player for FC Barcelona, as well as top players from Japan including

Yuya Osako and Yoshinori Muto. With the support of its fans, Vissel

Kobe aims to win the league title and become No. 1 in Asia.

[Emblem of Vissel Kobel]
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[5. Sojitz’s ties to Kobel

On the 5t floor, there is a space near the escalators dedicated to the renowned
general trading company, Suzuki & Co., Ltd, which was founded in Kobe after the
opening of Kobe’s port. Suzuki & Co., Ltd. started as privately-owned business and
rose to become Japan’s number one general trading company and a leader of the
industrial revolution the country, and the company’s influence extended from Kobe

to Japan and then to the rest of the world.

Eki Soare Seishin Chuo will be jointly operated
by Sojitz, a company with historic ties to Suzuki
& Co., Ltd., and Kobe City. Sojitz will partner
with Kobe City to honor Kobe’s culture and

history while aiming to create a shopping center

that will become an integral landmark in the

: [Yone Suzuki] [Naokichi Kaneko]
community.



